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SUBJECTS SENATOR MUYNIHAN’S MEETING WITH NORTHERN IRELAND
- SECRETARY JAMES PR]IOR

1e CUNFIDENTIAL = ENTIRE TEXT,

2¢ 'SUMMAKYSE SENATOR DANIEL MOYNIHAN CALLED ON SECRETARY
JAMES PRIURs JANUARY 209 TO DISCUSS CURRENT DEVELUFMENTS
IN THE NURTHERN TRELAND SITUATION, PRJIOR EXPLAINED THE
PLANS AND PRUSPECTS FOR INSTITUTING A PROGRAM OF "ROLLING
DEVOLUTIUN" N THE PROVINCE AND ALSO TOUCHED UN THE
PAJSLEY V]1SA 1SSUEe MHE SAIC HE 1S5 CONTEMPLATING A TRIP
TO THE ULedes HOSSIBLY THIS SPRINGe END SUMMARY

3, "ROLLING DEVOLUTION®": PBRIUR SAJD THE NURTHERN
IRELAND UFFICE 1S WURKING Uh A WEW INITIATIVE FOUR THE
GRADUAL TRANSFER OF POLITICAL POWER BACK TO THE PROVINCE
FROM WESTMINSTER, 1IN BROAD TERMSs THE PLAN CALLS FOR

AN ASSEMBLY ELECTED BY PRUPURTIUNAL REPRESENTATION AND

AN APPUINTED EXECUTIVE BUDY HMEADEDs INITIALLYs BY PRI1OR,
MEMBEKS OF THE EXECUTIVE wOULD BE DRAWN LARGELY FROM THE
NEW ASSEMBLYS OTHERS WOULD COME FRUM THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
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AND COULD BE EXISTING MINISTERS 1IN THE NIOe PARTICIPATION

BY NUN=ELECTED MEMBERS FROM B0TH COMMUNITIES IN ThHE NORTH

1S NUT EXCLUDEUL. INITIALLYs THE ASSEMBLY wOULD D1SCUSS

AND SCRUTINIZE LEGISLATION AND SET UP COMMITTEES wHICH '

COULD TAKE TESTIMONY FROM MINISTERS AND CIVIL SERVANTS .
ON A WwIDE HRANGE OF POLICY MATTERS. 1T wOULD ACT ON THE -
BASLS UF A WELIGHTED MAJORITY SET AT A PERCENTAGE LOWw

ENOUGH (70 PERCENT 1S THE FIGURE BEING CONSIDERED) SO

THAT NO SINGLE PARTY WOULD HAVE A VETU,

e, PKIUR EMPHASIZED THAT THERE wWERE MANY OBSTACLES TO

BE OVERCUME» BUT THAT THEY ®ERE ATTEMPTING TO DESIGN A
SYSTEM wHICH CUULD WITHSTANC THE BOYCOTTSs STRIKES AND
WALKOUTS THAT HAVE UNDERMINED PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS AT
DEVOLUT1ONe OVER THE COMING WEEKS» HE PLANS TO HOLD INe=
DEPTH D1ISCUSSIOUNS ON THE INITIATIVE wiITH THE MAJOR PARTIES
IN THE PROVINCE. HE ACKNOWLEDGED HE HAD NOT YET DISCUSSED
THE "MEAT" UF H1S PROPOSALS wlTH EITHER THE OFFICIlAL
UNJONISTS (UUP) DR THE SDLPe HE wAS UNCERTAIN AS 70

HOW THE PLAN wUULD BE RECEIVED. '

5, PKIUR SA1D THERE HAD BEEN NO CONTACT WITH 1AN ‘RPAISLEY
BUT ME D1D WO1 NECESSARILY REGARD THIS AS A BAD THING.

HE SAW SUME VALUE IN KEEPING THE OUP SEPARATED FROM THE
DISRUPTIVE INFLUENCE OF PAISLEY AND THE DUP. PRIOR’S
HOPE 1S THAT IF THE DEVOLUTION PROCESS GETS OFF THE
GROUND AND 15 SEEN TO BE WORKINGs THE DUP AND OTHER
POTENT1AL HULDUUTS MAY FEEL COMPELLED TO PARTICIPATE, ~E
SAID FULL DETAILS OF THE PLAN wOULD :BE PUBLISHED .ONCE _ -
THE FINAL DECLIS1UNS WERE MADE, : ' ’

6o SENATUOR MUYNIHAN SAID HE WAS PLEASED THAT THE

BRIT1S5H GUVERNMENT WAS ACTIVELY SEEKING A SULUTION TO THE
NORTHEKRN IRELAND PROBLEM ANC NOT LETTING THINGS DRIFT.

HE AND M1S CULLEAGUES 1IN THE FRIENUS OF IRELAND WERE
FULLY PREPAREL TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIHLE TO FACILITATE

A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT,

7. INVALIDATION OF PAISLEY’S VISA? PRIOR SA1D ThE |
BRIT1ISH GOVERNMENT WOULD MAVE PREFERRED 17 IF PALISLEY ;
HAD BEEN ABLE Tu MAKE H1S PHOPOUSED VISIT TO THE UeSe :
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BLOCKING PAISLEY’S TRAVEL FEEDS PROTESTANT FEARS COF A
CONSFIRKACY TU FURCE THEM INTO UNION wlTH THE 1lRISKk -
REPUVUBLI1C., 17 ALSO wOULD BE USEFUL TO GIVE THE VUeSe PUBLIC o
FIKSYeHAND EXPUSURE TO PAISLEY AND HI1S UNCOMPROMISING ‘
VIEwWS. SENATUR MOYNIHAN ACKNOWLEDGED THE VALUE OF o
EDUCATING ThHe PUBLIC AS TO THE COMPLEXITIES UF ThE : T
NORTHERN JTRELAND SITUATION, .

8e  SENATUK MUOYNIHAN HAS SEEN AND CLEARED TH1S CABLE.,
Louls
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